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Pursuing the truth about June 4 and Promoting transitional justice
(Press Release)
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This year, since the Trump administration came to power, the international situation has
changed dramatically. The ideological dispute between China and the United States for
more than half a century has been replaced by the burgeoning trade war. As the world
pattern faces a reshuffle, the 1989 Tiananmen Massacre has reached its 36th anniversary.
Many historical truths of June 4th are still buried in the pile of old papers. Historical justice
has not yet arrived, and the trauma and grief in the hearts of the people have not yet healed.
June 4th is the sorrow of the youth, the nation, the people, and the country! The June 4th
incident has not been rehabilitated, and the victims of June 4th have not received state
compensation. Because of the June 4th incident, countless students, scholars, public
intellectuals, etc. who have been exiled overseas cannot return to China to visit their
relatives and return to their hometowns. If this deadlock is not solved, there is no hope for
China's progress! If this threshold is not crossed, the CCP will always carry this historical
burden! Itis like a sword of Damocles hanging forever over their heads! Therefore, clarifying
the mystery of June 4th, restoring the historical truth, promoting transitional justice, and
rehabilitating June 4th is not only to let our nation walk out of a tragic and sad history, but
also to let our nation, which has a history of many disasters for 5,000 years, be reborn! To
this end, we decided to hold a seminar in New York on May 24 this year, especially around
Ms. Dai Qing's "Deng Xiaoping in 1989" reprinted by Bouden House and Wu Guoguang's
latest "China after the Communist Party: Eight Essays on Transformation", and invited
scholars, experts, public intellectuals and relevant people from North America and around
the world to discuss and exchange ideas.

In her book, Ms. Dai Qing provides a perspective on what Deng Xiaoping thought during the
June 4th Incident, which is a new and important perspective. It breaks through the
information limitations and lack of analysis in the June 4th research. At the same time, her
unique views have also attracted the attention and discussion of overseas scholars.
Among them, the most controversial is: Did the reform and opening-up policy promoted by
Deng Xiaoping and promoted by General Secretary Hu Yaobang and Zhao Ziyang change
the course of history because of the outbreak of the June 4th student movement? Was the
root cause of the June 4th conflict the result of the palace infighting between the reformists
represented by Deng Xiaoping and the conservatives represented by Chen Yun? Why did
the Tiananmen students not withdraw from the square at the last minute after some
student leaders and senior party leaders reached a consensus on the withdrawal of
students from the square on the eve of June 4th? If the students had been able to withdraw
from Tiananmen Square in advance on June 4th, would China's history have been rewritten?
Today, we are already standing at the historical height of the 21st century. We cannot
review history for the sake of commemoration. We must sum up historical experience and
reflect on the shortcomings and mistakes of our great democratic movement. Otherwise,



we will not be able to move towards a more mature and effective path to democratic
constitutionalism in the future!

Wu Guoguang mentioned in his three-volume book Towards a Post-Communist China:
Eight Essays on Transformation, newly published by Boden Books: "Two political actions
that determined Zhao Ziyang's position in contemporary Chinese history have not been
adequately studied. One is his political reform, which is still the pinnacle of official policy
on China's political transformation even more than 30 years later. The other is his political
decision in 1989 to advocate the use of democracy and the rule of law to quell social
unrest and refuse to use military repression to deal with students. This decision cost him
nearly 16 years of personal freedom." He specifically mentioned that "if leaders within the
system like Zhao Ziyang can form cooperation with social forces, the moderate line they
choose can greatly promote the peaceful transformation of the authoritarian system." So is
it possible for China or the Communist Party of China today to have a progressive and
rational force within the system that is on the road to political reform and transformation? If
so, how can we interact with them in a positive way? If not, how should we use peaceful
and rational means to push them to move our nation-state towards a more progressive,
democratic, free and peaceful historical direction? | hope that through this discussion, we
can find out the paths, methods and multiple possibilities for promoting China's
transformation in the future.

Finally, we hope that this seminar will eventually form an appeal with the broadest
consensus among the Chinese community at home and abroad: Call on the Chinese
authorities to redress the June 4th incident as soon as possible, give state compensation to
the victims of the June 4th incident, allow the Chinese who fled overseas during the June
4th incident, including all dissidents, to have the right to return to China to visit their
relatives or return to their hometowns, heal the historical trauma, promote China's
transitional justice, and enable our nation to move towards a more rational, peaceful,
harmonious, democratic and free road.



