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Rare essay humbles Mao Zedong

By David Bandurski | Posted on 2011-04-28

On April 26, prominent reformist and social critic Mao Yushi (FF#4) ran a piece on Caixin Online, the website of the media
group now run by former Caijing editor-in-chief Hu Shuli (§88%3Z), called “Returning Mao Zedong to Human Form” (B & F R iE R
R A), enumerating the various crimes of the Chinese Communist Party’s revolutionary leader, and noting with criticism that the
image of this “backstage orchestrator who wrecked the country and brought ruin to the people” still hangs over the Gate of
Heavenly Peace. To call the appearance of such a piece in China’s media highly unorthodox would be a vast understatement. It
is probably fair to say that such an essay has never, ever appeared in China’s media.

Of course, the essay disappeared quite quickly. By mid-day yesterday it had been scrubbed clean away from China’s internet.

The appearance of the piece is particularly interesting and significant in light of the recent tightening of pressure on dissident
voices in China — such as Ai Weiwei, as well as other artists, activists, journalists, academics and lawyers — and in light of the
apparent Maoist resurgence in places like Chongging and Henan.

We have also seen what seems to be an intensification of intellectual divisions in China along ideological lines — along, that is,
what is typically characterized as a fault line between the conservative Maoist “left” and the reformist liberal “right.” While the
former emphasizes the glories of Chinese socialism, Maoism and the “China Model,” with a clarion call to maintain “stability” and
not rock the boat (remember Hu Jintao’s bu zheteng A~ #7/4%7?), the latter emphasizes the importance of “universal values” such
as democracy and freedom, and calls for a deepening of political reforms.

Exchanges along this fault line often get nasty. There were two relevant controversies last week. The first was between liberal
scholar and CMP fellow Xiong Peiyun (F&5% =) and Fan Zemin (385 R), deputy director of the university’s Student Affairs
Division at the University of International Business and Economics, which we've profiled here. The second was between Wang
Wen (E£3X), the head of the editorial desk at the Chinese-language Global Times, a newspaper generally known for its
nationalistic bent (and most recently, for its character attacks on Ai Weiwei), and the poet and essayist Ye Fu (87X). We have a
full rundown of that exchange right here.

As Xiong Peiyun mentioned in his “cancelled” lecture at the University of International Business and Economics, both he and
Mao Yushi, the author of this Mao Zedong bombshell, have been recently branded “slaves of the West” (Fa4%) by “angry youth”
online, who have called for their hanging.

Without further ado, let’s get right into Mao Yushi’s piece, which is sure to draw blood from the eyes of those “angry youth.” We
have translated the beginning of the essay to give readers a flavor. We include the rest in Chinese below.

“Returning Mao Zedong to Human Form”
Caixin Online
By Mao Yushi (FF4()

Mao Zedong was once a god. Now, as more and more materials have come to light, we have been able slowly to return him to human
form, a person of flesh and blood. But still there are those who who regard him as a god, and who regard any critical remarks against him
as a mark of disrespect. If you suggest that he committed errors, well that's something really not permitted.

In the eyes of these people, Mao Zedong is someone for whom criticism is eternally unexcused, someone who cannot be looked at
directly, a spirit that cannot be questioned. They refuse to see how Mao Zedong was unable to control himself and drooled, how he couldn’t
even speak clearly, how he couldn't step inside a car himself but had ask people to lift him up, that he was frequently bedridden, and that
his legs were thin and weak. Fortunately, more materials are now available, and we can now view Mao Zedong as an ordinary human
being, and form new impressions. There is no doubt about his humanity, and regardless of his great intellect he could not escape being
caught up in the patterns that we all come up against. He could not escape these patterns, but in fact was limited by them. He was not a
god, and all of the superstitions about him will gradually vanish . . .

One of the major things of his hand was the Cultural Revolution. This was his response to the dread of his responsibility for the
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three-year famine. More than 30 million Chinese starved, surpassing all estimates of starvation in the entire history of the world outside
China, in peace and in war. In such a time of peace, there was no reason to be put forward by which [Mao Zedong] might evade
responsibility. Who was responsible? Without a doubt, Mao Zedong was responsible . . .

Utterly without reason, he opposed the criticisms of Peng Dehuai (#7Z#f), terrified that Peng Dehuai would seize his power. He ignored
the calamities already caused by his left-leaning [policies], and continued his severe deflection to the left, not allowing people to speak the
truth, carrying on with the so-called so-called “three red flags” and their complete divorce from reality — the Great Leap Forward, backyard
steel production, and the People’s Communes. The result was the Great Starvation. In order to avoid this responsibility, he instigated the
Cultural Revolution, hounding Liu Shaogi (¥/4#5), who had criticized him for the three year famine [and the Great Leap Forward], to his
death. He sought to destroy all of his opponents in the political arena, and he planned as well to hand over his own power after his death to
the person he trusted above all others, Jiang Qing (. &). In his eyes, the people were just meat and muscle, tools he could use to shout
out “Long live!” His thirst for power dominated his life, and to this end he went entirely mad, paying the ultimate price in his quest for power,
even though his power was actually weakened as a result.

His means of seeking power was the class struggle. The original idea of class struggle was to pit the bourgeois classes against the
proletariat. But Mao Zedong’s class struggle wasn't about the bourgeoisie or the proletariat. What he called the bourgeoisie meant those
people he did not like, and most of these were true members of the proletariat. Ultimately, he himself was destroyed in this unprincipled
class struggle. His obsession with class struggle began in the 1950s. The campaign of criticism against [Shanghai cultural figure] Hu Feng
(8/X), the Anti-Rightist Movement, opposing “rightism”, the Four Cleanups Movement, the Cultural Revolution, all were launched
around the notion of class struggle.

Based on details that have now been made available, Mao Zedong's class struggle weakened everyone within the Party, and interpersonal
relations became extremely abnormal. Every matter orbited around the question of “power.” National unity, the interests of the people, all
were given secondary importance. All the country’s top leaders racked their brains about all day long was who benefitted [politically] from
certain matters, and particularly what the [possible impact would be] on Mao Zedong's power and standing. No one dared give offense to
Mao Zedong. All national matters became personal matters of the Mao family. Many circumstances people found impossible to
understand at the time have no become clear. How did the red-character posters of Nie Yuanzi (5% [criticizing what she saw as the
control of Peking University by "bourgeois" intellectuals] become the red-character posters of revolution? How were a number of rebel
leaders in the universities manipulated? How did the Wuhan Incident involving Wang Li (%) occur? . . . [Other political mysteries are
enumerated here] . . . All of these are things outsiders have been unable to understand. But actually they were all Mao Zedong eliminating
his political opponents. He was very clear in his own heart, but could not say it . . .
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7 Comments to “Rare essay humbles Mao Zedong”

1. Parker says:
2011-06-18 at 12:42 am

Here is my translation of the full text:

http://parkertranslation.wordpress.com/2011/06/17/restore-mao-zedong-as-a-man/

| am not too clear on the details of the “516%F", but believe the basic story is right. Opinions, comments, and criticisms
are welcome.

2. Anne H. says:
2011-05-05 at 3:10 am

idleray: At some point, the link you offered was disabled. When | click it, | get this message: £#4i% (parameter error).

3. David says:
2011-05-01 at 10:44 am

idleray:

Yes, the site, run by the Carter Center China Program (and a good one at that) did re-post it, but look at the post date and
time (A ik &% fH [A] : 2011-4-29 0:57:51). After we published our article. The Mao Yushi piece has come back up in a
number of places, an illustration again of what a strange an inconsistent world Chinese media and media controls can be.

The article, | believe, is still not available at Caixin, where it was first posted. But I'll check.

Best,
David

4. idleray says:
2011-05-01 at 9:55 am

Um.... You say this has been scrubbed clean of the Chinese internet, yet when | type in the article title into baidu the first
thing | get is this serviceable link(replete with comments):

http://www.chinaelections.org/newsinfo.asp?newsid=205591

5. Mark says:
2011-04-29 at 1:20 pm

For non-Chinese speakers who want to get an idea of where Mao Yushi is coming from, one of my colleagues at BON TV
recently interviewed him in English. While he’s not quite as controversial as in this latest essay, he’s certainly very clear on
how much of what the party says can be trusted. This was recorded shortly before the latest round of arrests and
detentions but even so he predicts that, in terms of political reform, things are probably going to get worse before they get
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any better. Link to the video is here:
http://www.bon.tv/0/0/5398-on-the-level-mao-yushi-%E2%80%03-institutional-reform-in-china.shtml

6. David says:
2011-04-28 at 4:39 pm

Tatiana:

I would be working on it if | weren’t on other things. | may do a few more sections, but | haven’t found a full translation
anywhere.

Best,
David

7. Tatiana says:
2011-04-28 at 4:10 pm

Is there a full English translation somewhere? Or pending?
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