S wins no concessions in Beijing
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BENING — U.S. Sceretary of Stite
James Baker left Beijing yesterday
almost empty-handed, a diplomaltic
faifure that will likely bolster cril-
icism of President George Bush's
conciliatory China poticy.
slap in the face.
ctiined @t leust
prominent dents, bolh of
\vhom had been, 1p')r04chcd by the
U.S. embassy Lo mect MT; Baker.

Beijing emerged the clear winner
in the high-stakes manocuvring.
Although U.S. sanctions remain on
military co-operation and defence
cquipment sales, Mr. Baker's visit
gave the hard-liners the stamp of le-
gitimacy they have sought since
June, 1989.

His visit signalied that China has
recovered [rom the diplomatic em-
barrassment of Tiananmen Square,
and it sent a message o the Chinese
people that the rest of the world is
yeady Lo do business as usual with
Bcunw Last month, Canada ended
a freeze on high- level exchanges with
a visit by Agriculiure Minister Wil-
am MeKnight,

Mr. Baker's three-day visit ended
without a single major concession by
the Chinese. Little progress was
made in human rights or (rade, tvo
ol the three prmupli arcas under
discussion.

Beijing did not release a single dis-
sident, nor did il agree Lo allow hu-
manitarian visits by neutral organi-
valions such as the Red Cross. Mr.
Baker said it promised to relax exil

E Lwo dissidents arrested without meeting Baker

permits for “any person wi
criminal procecdings pending

On trade. Mr. Baker said the two
countrics have agreed in principle on
the text of a.memorandum of under-
standing preventing the export
the United States of products made
with prison labour.

In the third arca. arms control,
Bcnmw agreed to adhere to — bul

apparently not 1o sign - an interna-
uoml accord restricting  missike
sales. But the agreement depends on
Washington lifting certain sanctions
on high-speed compulter sales wnd
saleliite licencing imposed after the
Chinese army crushed pro-democ-
racy demonstrations at Tiananmen
Squarcin June, 1989,
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"It has now been 2% years since
the Tiananmen Square tragedy.
Unless we were to keep U.S.-China
relations in the deep freeze forever,
we had to start talking,” Mr. Baker
told anews gonference last night.

“We accomplished some 1mpor-
tant things, but the gutlis still wide,”
he said. Characterizing the 18 hours
ol meetings as “difficult,” he added
that the bulk of the time was spent
discussing human rights.

At 1 am. Saturday, police
knocked on the door of Hou Xiao-
tian, who had agreed to mect Mr.
Baker. As they forced her into a
waiting car, Ms. Hoy, 28, shouted:
“You're kidnapping me. You will
pay for this.”

Ms. Hou, who spent five months
in prison after the Tiananmen dem-
onstrations, was taken to a guest
house in Changping county, a rural
arca an hour's drive north of Beijing,
where she was kept incommunicado.
Her husband, Wang Juntao, is a
prominent dissident who was con-
victed of being one of the “master-
minds” at Tiananmen Squarc. He
was scnlenced to 13 years in prison
tast February.

Ms. Hou was refeased around 8:30
last night, after Mr. Baker’s planc
left Beijing, She told reporters she
had been well treated while in cus-
tody and had played mahjong with
her guards.

“1 didn't meet them [Mr. Baker's
party] becausc the police kidnapped
me,” Ms. Hou said. "Now I'm free,
but | regretthis because [ missed the
opportunity.”

At noon Saturday, Chinese police
also detained Dai Qing, 50, a distin-
guished journdlist and” outspoken
critic of the government who was
jatled for 10 months after the Tia-
nanmen Square protests. Family
members said that officials from her
newspaper, the Guangming Daily,
had telephoned with news of her re-
lease and said that she would be re-
turned home later today.

Only Ms. Dai's arrest was known
at the time of Mr. Baker's news con-
ference. /\skcd about her fate, Mr.
Baker said: “T really don’t know
anything about it, having come
straight from mectings with the Chi-
nese. And before that, T was at
church. ITitis true, it would be dis-
tressing news. something [ would
like to “ask our ambassador (o look
into.”

Ms. Dai, an |rrcprcss|bl<, woman
who speaks rapid-fire Chinese, wus

arrested m Seplember, 1989, Actu-
ally. L only went once to Tiananmen
Square,” shesaid in an unrelated tel-
ephone interview last week. "In fact,
| was arrcsted because of my work
on the Three Gorges.” That year,
Ms. Dai had organized other intcl-
lectuals to oppose the buflding of the
world's Jargest hydrociectric dam at
the Three Gorges on Lhe Yangtze
River.

After her release in May of 1990,
Ms. Dai was ordered by her newspa-
per 10 stay at home and study ideol-
ogy. She was selected for a coveted
Nicman Fellowship at Harvard Uni-
versity this fall, but the government
refused her an exit permit. The
Guangming  Daily  sarcastically
called Ms. Dai a "so-calied journal-
ist” and asked Harvard to choose
from among four other stafl report-
ers instead. The university refused.

“Harvard's still waiting for me,”
M. Dai said.

On Saturday morning, Ms. Dai
lelephoned a friend to get an urgent
message Lo the embassy. According
to her husband, three officials from
her newspaper suddenly-came to her
home, offering her an immediate
out-of-town assignment, Ms Dai re-
fused and went (o another location
to await instructions from the U.S.
cmbassy on the time and place for a
meeting with Mr. Baker. Before the
embassy reached her, Ms. Dai was
detained.

Mr. Baker met Communist Party
sccretary  Jang Zemin, President
Yang Shangkun, Premier Li Peng,
forcign minister Qian Qichen and
justice minister Cair Cheng, Report-
crs normally are permitted to watch
the first few minutes of such meet-
ings, during which the teaders usu-
ally trade pleasantries.

But these were a scries of grim-
faced photo opportunities, with the
U.S. side apparently requesting that
all handshakes be off-camera. Chi-
nese ofTicials forbade questions. The
most awkward meeting was with the
justice minister. During the photo
opporlunity, which lasted less than a
minute, Mr. Baker and Mr. Cai sal
in stony silence, cach staring straight
ahead.

AL his meeling with Mr. Yang,
Mr. Baker said: " This visil is indeed
very important and should not fail.
Although my visit is a risk, it offers
an opporiunity for the two sides to
push forward Sino-1}.S. relations.”

Mr. Yang replicd, “Exerting pres-
sure can only strain relations and
will be harmful to the scttlement of
problems between us,”

Yesterday, Mr. Baker postponed
his departure by nearly eight hours
to continue tatks with Mr, Qian, the
forcign minister. Mr. Baker said
Beijing Ind responded by individ-
ual name” to a list of 800 political
prisoners the United States sub-
milted last June. He said that the
Chinese had disclosed who on the
list was convicted, under investi-
gation, released or could not be
identified. But Mr. Baker gave no
further details,

It is not clear how much China
will ease exit permits for dissidents.
Even ordinary, Jaw-abiding citizens,
including some who arc married to
U.S. citizens, arc routinely denied
exit permits. Mr. Baker said the
Chinese assured him that anyone
would be allowed to leave “afler
normal procedures.” At the mo-
ment, these include a visit to the
applicant’s local police station for a
certificate stating that he or she did
not take part in pro-democracy
demonstrations in 1989,

U.S. sources said that the State
Department had been given assur-
ances before Mr. Baker arrived (hat
he would not go away emply-
handed. The Chinese were acutely
aware of the importance the (rip
held for the Bush administration,
which is coming in for sharp crit-
icism by the Democrats in an
cleetion year.

“He [Mr. Baker] emphasized that
it was a difficult decision for the U.S.
1o send him to China for a visil,”
said Wu Jianmin, the Chinese for-
cign ministry spokesman. The talks
were “every bit as tough, as difficult,
il not tougher than those {just com-
pleted] in the Middle East,” said
Margaret Tutwiler, the U.S. State
Department  spokeswoman,  “Mr.
Baker expressed in cxquisite detail
the risks he took in coming here.”

But the Chinese apparently felt
little incentive to alter their current
hard-line policy. “Whatever prob-
lems we have, some can be solved
through lalks. Others may need
more rounds of talks. If some prob-
fems still cannot be settled, then you
should just set them aside.” Mr.
Yang told Mr. Baker. Throughout
the discussion. the Chinese urged the
U.S. to focus on “common ground”
and 1o forget about “the differ-
ences,” an apparent allusion to the
1989 massacre.

Party chief Jiang Zemin quoted a
classical  Chinese poem 1o Mr,
Baker. "If you want longer vision,
you should move to a higher point,”
M. Jiang said.




