Peking
frees
writer

FrROM REUTER
PEKING

DAL O ng, a dissident jour-
nalist jailed for ten months
after the 1989 pro-democ-
racy demonstrations, will
fly to the United States next
Sunday, having won a long
battle for permission to
leave China, a family mem-
ber said yesterday.

Dai was given a passport
on Monday, and will collect
her US visa and final exit
permit today, allowing her
to take up a Nieman fellow-
ship at Harvard University,
the family member said.
She missed a meeting with
American officials last
month when James Baker,
the Secretary of State, was
in Peking to to discuss hu-
man rights. Dai. aged 50,

vanished for four days and
said afterwards she had
been kidnapped by offioals
who held her at o seaside
resornt

Her support for iree
speech has been a constant
irritant to China's leaders
She was impnsoned and
condemned as a "pawn of
reactionary forces” In an
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ember she officially left her
job at the paper, which had
kept her on the payroll but
banned her from writing
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tion of her defence of press
freedom.




